
 
               
August 12, 2015 
 
Delegate Scott Surovell 
7739 Tauxemont Road 
Alexandria, VA  22308-1056 
 
Dear Scott, 
 
I am in receipt of your letter dated August 10, and I am truly embarrassed for you.  Your complete lack 
of seriousness and political gamesmanship in regard to planning debates for our campaign are why 
good people of all political stripes in Virginia and across our country are so fed up with career insiders 
and politicians.   
 
Your decision to challenge me to debates through a press release instead of picking up the phone and 
calling me (“The Debate about Debates; Challenge Issued in 36th Through the Press,” The Mount 
Vernon Voice, 7/29/15), followed by your inexplicable hiring of Ben Tribbett – a political blogger who 
was fired from his PR job with the Redskins after his use of racial and ethnic slurs surfaced on social 
media (“Blogger hired to defend Redskins name resigns after only weeks on the job,” USA Today, 
7/8/14) – demonstrates to me that you were never serious about planning substantive debates.    
 
Your recent letter completely ignores the fact that debate negotiations have failed to advance for one 
reason and one reason only – the disrespectful, bullying tactics of your paid campaign operative.  While 
your staff misleading the public with false statements is bad enough, it is entirely another thing for a 
sitting Delegate and candidate for Senate to do the same.  Either your team isn’t informing you about 
what’s going on, or you are no different than they are in your lack of regard for the truth. 
 
As you know, I have already agreed to four debates that are being organized by other community 
organizations.  I hope you will be there to join me at those forums.  I remain open to additional 
debates with you organized jointly by our campaign managers in a cordial and respectful manner.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gerald “Jerry” Foreman 
Mayor of Dumfries & Candidate for Senate, 36th District 


